
Students Shine in Ripple Explorers  
Before- & After-School Program 

FMMA is one of three 21st Century Community 

Learning Centers in Lee County, thanks to a three-

year grant awarded to the district. We call our 21st 

CCLC before- & after-school program Ripple Explorers. 

In the morning, explorers have extended art, PE, and 

health opportunities, and in the afternoons, they engage 

in project-based learning. Recently, one group learned 

about Hispanic culture by creating Day of the Dead 

masks and doing projects about Spanish countries. 

Another group completed a culinary arts unit. They 

became ServSafe certified, baked cake pops, and even cooked 

bananas foster with the Westin Hotel’s Food & Beverage Manager. To 

inquire about Ripple Explorers, contact Mrs. Radvansky at 239.936.1759. 
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Principal’s Message 

Happy Fall, Ripples! We had an amazing first quarter 

and are so excited to see the continued progress that we 

will make in the second quarter. 300 students earned a 

3.0 or above in Quarter 1, and our STAR test progress 

monitoring reports show that students are making 

meaningful gains in civics, reading, math, and science. 

We are happily honoring the best of the best with our 

Ripple Rockstar Student and Teacher of the Week 

initiative. We are also proud to report that during the 

Cycle 2 Survey, we exceeded our school-wide goal of a 95% attendance 

rate! In extracurricular news, we recently collected 1,194 food items for 

the Salvation Army; celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with our 1st 

Annual Hispanic Heritage Showcase; and took home the Boys Basketball 

County Championship title for the second year in a row! The basketball 

team is truly a group of scholar-athletes (check out page 2 for more details!)! 
As always, we are thankful for the continued support of the community 

business partners and Ripple family and friends who make it possible for 

EVERY day to be a GREAT day at FMMA! Go Ripples! 

 Lynn Edward, Principal 
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EVERY Day is a GREAT Day at Fort Myers Middle Academy! 

Mark your  
calendars! 

 

 Nov. 5—Team Volleyball 

                 Practice Begins 
 

 Nov. 15—SAC, Science   

                   & Sports Night,  

                   & 21st CCLC  

                   Ripple Explorers  

                   Parent Night 
 

 Nov. 21-23—Thanksgiving 

                         Break 
 

 Dec. 6—Dance Recital 
 

 Dec. 10—Soccer Tryouts  

                   Begin 
 

 Dec. 13—Band & Chorus 

                   Concert 
 

 Dec. 14—Grandparents 

                   Breakfast 
 

 Dec. 17—Volleyball  

                   Championships 
 

 Dec. 18—6th Grade Trip 
 

 Dec. 19-21—Early Release 
                       
 Dec. 24-Jan. 4—Winter  

                              Break 

http://fmm.leeschools.net/


FMMA Staff  
Trained in AVID 
This summer, FMMA sent 13 teachers and 2 

administrators to the AVID Summer Institute in 

Orlando. This annual event is a place for AVID site team 

members to learn the latest in AVID methodologies. One strategy 

that our staff practiced (and now teaches) is Focused Note-Taking, 

whereby information traditionally lost on the “Curve of Forgetting” is 

better stored using a five-phase method of taking, processing, 

connecting, summarizing/reflecting, and then 

applying the notes. Our staff left 

Orlando with a bevy of resources 

and a plan for how to implement 

the AVID mission: that all 

students become capable of 

excelling in completing a college 

preparatory path. 6th and 7th 

grade students interested in                                   

   joining AVID can pick up an 

application from Ms. Roberts in C19.  

Out-of-Field 
Teachers 

Florida State Board Rule 6A-

1.0503(3) requires that all 

parents of students being 

taught by an out-of-field 

teacher must be notified. 

FMMA teachers currently 

out-of-field include: 

Jonathan Barr (reading) 
Nathan Daume (math) 

Emily Hart 
(science) 
Rebekah 

Pray 
(reading) 

Eric 
Orciuch 
(math)  

Para obtener esta informacion en Espanol,  

por favor llame a la escuela 239-936-1759.  

Si ou vle enfòmasyon sa a nan kreyòl,  

tanpri rele lekòl la 239-936-1759. 

County Champions! 
 

Congratulations to the boys 

basketball team! They capped off 

their undefeated season with a    

48-41 victory in the championship 

game! This is the second year in a 

row that the team took home the 

title. They have a 3.3 team GPA, 

and two players have a 4.0! 

GRANDPARENTS 
BREAKFAST! 

Friday, 
Dec. 14 

8: 45 a.m. 

Full STEM Ahead! 
 

FMMA science classes have been bursting with 

fun as students complete standards-based 

challenges that draw on their critical and 

creative thinking skills. In Ms. Hart’s STEM 

class, students completed a collaborative 

engineering challenge: their task was to build 

the tallest tower possible using only 25 index 

cards and 60 cm of tape. The winning tower was 77 cm. 

tall and stood for 15 minutes! Ms. 

Thomas had her science 

students capture their 

knowledge of cells by 

completing cell analogy 

posters, where students 

used illustrations and text to 

explain how cells are akin to 

computers, houses, ships, pizza, and even a Starbucks shop! 

Finally, in Mrs. Taylor’s classes, students completed a unit review task 

where they constructed cells out of cookies and a variety of candies, with 

each candy representing a different organelle. The finished products were 

definitely a scrumptious success (and Assistant 

Principal Mr. Peters agreed!)!         

We truly love watching our 

students expand their 

knowledge of science 

through innovative 

teaching and learning. 

Accountability & 
School Grade Report 

FMMA’s 2017-2018 school grade 

and State Public Accountability 

Report (SPAR) are available at 

fmm.leeschools.net. On the website, 

click “Our School” and then 

“School Report Card” to 

access the full reports.  



Fort Myers Middle is the only 

designated middle school in 

all of Lee County for the 

Deaf & Hard-of-Hearing 

(D/HH). This year, we 

have 15 students enrolled 

in our D/HH program. Many of 

them utilize American Sign Language 

for communication. To meet their 

needs, FMMA employs two certified 

deaf education teachers, four sign 

language interpreters, and a 

paraprofessional. The students also 

have two deaf mentors who visit 

weekly from the Deaf and Harding of 

Hearing Center of SWFL. Our D/HH 

students are involved in many 

extracurricular activities, such as 

cross country and band—and you’ll 

even find a D/HH student inside our 

Rip the Ripple school mascot costume! 

Our D/HH students and staff love 

encouraging others to learn about sign 

language and deaf culture. 

The School Board of Lee County Public Schools 

 

Mary Fischer, District 1 

Melisa Giovanelli, District 2 

Chris Patricca, District 3  

Steven K. Teuber, District 4    

Pamela H. LaRiviere, District 5 (Vice Chairman) 

Jane Kuckel, PhD, District 6 

Cathleen O'Daniel Morgan, District 7 (Chairman) 

Dr. Gregory Adkins, Superintendent 

The School Board of Lee Co., Florida, prohibits discrimination on the 

basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin, marital status, 

religion, or sexual orientation. 

 

Meet Our Admin Team! 
Rockstar Principal Lynn Edward 

(pictured at middle) has 30 years of 

experience in the district and 17 years 

experience as an administrator. She loves 

marathons, the beach, and her 7 children 

and 4 grandchildren! Dr. Denise 

Fitzpatrick is our Rockstar Asst. Principal 

of Curriculum. She has 20 years experience in the district, 

9 as an admin, and is a mom of two who loves triathletes! 

Rockstar Asst. Principal John M. Peters, Jr., has been an 

administrator for 15 years, 13 of them in Lee County. He loves 

traveling and spending time with his 3 sons and 3 grandsons. 

Follow @fortmyersmiddle 

Counselors’ Corner: 
 

Determined to do your best? 

Attendance is one key to success! 

FMMA’s 2018 attendance goal is 

to increase our average student 

attendance to 95%. Why? Because 

attending class every day is vital 

to scholastic success. Research 

shows that students who attend 

classes regularly are likely to 

make better grades. Even small 

improvements in attendance are 

associated with remarkable 

improvements in later outcomes. 

The University of Chicago found, 

for example, that two 5th graders 

with identical academic 

achievement and identical 97% 

attendance rates will have largely 

different success rates in high 

school depending on how their 

attendance changes in middle 

school. If one of the 5th graders 

improves to a 99% attendance 

rate in middle school while the 

other drops to a 93% attendance 

rate, the first student becomes 

93% likely to be on track in 9th 

grade, while the second becomes 

only 66% likely to be on track in 

9th grade!                                    

Use these family attendance tips 

to make it count every class, 

every day! 
 

 Set alarms. 

 Establish a regular bedtime. 

 Establish time limits for 

electronic devices. 

 Prepare clothing and other 

school items the night before. 

 Arrive to the bus stop 10 

minutes before pickup. 

 Schedule vacations during 

school district holidays 

(summer, Thanksgiving, 

Winter Break, Spring Break). 

 Talk with your student about 

why attendance matters and 

how it impacts success at 

school and in a career. 
 

If you need assistance in 

improving your student’s 

attendance, 

please reach 

out to our 

counselors or 

school social 

worker by 

calling 

239.936.1759. 

Special Thanks to these Business Partners  
for Supporting the Mighty Ripples! 

Attendance Advice 
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FORT MYERS MIDDLE ACADEMY 

Parents, Join Us Nov. 15th! 
On Nov. 15th, we will have SAC, Science Night, 

Sports Night, and our 21st Century Community 

Learning Center Ripple Explorers Parent Night! 

Join us at 6:00 p.m. to attend SAC and then view 

science fair projects and do labs in the gym; play 

tennis and basketball outside; and see 21st CCLC 

student work on display in the media center! 

Follow @fortmyersmiddle 

Buy a Spirit Shirt! 
Our new Ripple Rockstar spirit 

shirts are on sale for just $10! 

They can be worn to school any 

day in place of a uniform shirt. 

Show your FMMA pride by 

buying your shirt from the 

office or from Mrs. Becker in D24! 

Parentlink Is Being Replaced 
Parentlink is being replaced by the School 

Messenger Communicate website and app. Visit 

go.schoolmessenger.com to sign up for your free 

account and set up your notification preferences 

for calls, texts, emails, and more. Then, opt in on 

your phone by texting “Y” to 67587 or 68453. If 

your phone number is correctly listed with the 

school, then you will get a confirmation message 

back on your phone. If we don’t have your correct 

number on file, please call us at 239.936.1759. 

Yearbooks & Ads On Sale 
Visit yearbookforever.com or see Mrs. Kelty in 

C18 to pre-order your $20 yearbook. 8th grade 

ads are also on sale! Questions? Email Ms. Kelty 

at AmberK@leeschools.net or call 239.936.1759. 


